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2012 Fox Cities Tourism Award Winners Named 
Peters Receives Pinnacle Award 

 
(Fox Cities, WI) – The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau presented its annual Tourism Awards this 
morning during the Fox Cities Tourism Breakfast at the Best Western Premier Bridgewood Resort in 
Neenah.   Bureau Board members Chadd Scott and Karen Harkness presented the awards. 
 
“This group of individuals and organizations that made significant contributions to Fox Cities tourism,” 
said Scott, chair of the Bureau’s awards committee.  “Our local event hosts and volunteers are vital to 
attracting new conventions and sporting events to the area.” 
 
American Legion Post 38 received the convention award.  Post members Ray Hopfensperger and Art 
Gass worked tirelessly to secure facilities for both the American Legion and the Ladies Auxiliary, and to 
make plans for meals, giveaways and volunteers.  The convention was originally expected to generate 
800 room nights, but it was a huge success and exceeded 1,000 room nights.  In fact, it went so well 
that the state office has asked Post 38 to bid for either the 2015 or 2016 convention. 
 
The Sports Award was presented to the Wisconsin State Invitational Championship 5th Grade Boys and 
Girls Basketball Tournaments.  The tournament has brought 278 total teams to the Fox Cities and 
accounted for roughly 2,500 hotel room nights in February and April.   Local volunteers from five local 
basketball clubs run the tournament: Kimberly and Menasha host the boy’s tournament while Appleton 
East, Little Chute, and Neenah host the girl’s tournament.  
 
“Without the hundreds of volunteers that these clubs supply during the tournaments at multiple sites in 
each city, it would be impossible to have these events in the Fox Cities. Everything involved with hosting 
a large tournament like ticketing, concessions, referees, scorekeepers, security, and clean-up is the 
responsibility of these terrific volunteer organizations,” commented Scott. 
 
The Fox Cities Performing Arts Center was presented with the Partnership Award.  Beyond the dozens 
of wonderful performances at the PAC each year, the facility and its staff have helped the Bureau secure 
a number of large conventions.  Located across the street from the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, the 
P.A.C. is an ideal setting for groups that need additional theater-style meeting space.  In 2011 the P.A.C. 
hosted two large groups whose space needs were more than our community could normally 
accommodate: The Sweet Adelines and The Wisconsin chapter of Future Business Leaders of America. 
 
Carol Westphal was named the Volunteer of the Year.  Westphal has served on the Bureau’s EAA Task 
Force Committee and, in 2011, she volunteered on behalf of the Bureau at the Future Business Leaders 
of America, Army National Guard, US Youth Soccer Midwest Regional Championships, REO Club of 
America, American Legion State Convention, and Wisconsin Tavern League, as well as working four 3-
hour volunteer shifts during E.A.A. 
 
The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum was honored with a special award, dubbed the ‘Ambition to Fruition 
Award’ for hosting the Corning Museum of Glass travelling exhibit called “Arts of Fire.”  The event raised 



the museum’s profile in the community and around the state, attracting visitors from a distance and 
educating hundreds of people about the art and science of glass making. 
 
Bureau Executive Director Lynn Peters was honored with the Pinnacle Award.  This award is given to a 
person who has created or significantly improved a major event or attraction.  The recipient must have 
worked closely with the Bureau to promote the attraction to visitors. 
 
“Lynn’s work over the course of the last 11 years to improve the attraction we call the Fox Cities make 
her most deserving of this award,” commented Scott.  “Her efforts on behalf of this community include: 
directing more than $6 million in grants to build and improve Fox Cities attractions, spearheading a 
comprehensive signage and wayfinding program for the Fox Cities, and collaborating with numerous 
community leaders to move major projects forward, including the Fox Cities Expo Center feasibility 
study.” 
 
Following the awards presentation Sarah Klavas from the Wisconsin Department of Tourism informed 
the crowd of more than 160 about current trends in tourism and current Wisconsin Department of 
Tourism marketing initiatives. 
 
Visitor spending in the Fox Cities was slightly less than $363.5 million in 2010.  The Fox Cities 
Convention & Visitors Bureau estimates that this direct spending created 5,613 jobs and $101.93 million 
in income for Fox Cities Residents. 

### 

The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau is an economic development organization that strengthens 
the Fox Cities by attracting visitors in the convention, sports and leisure markets through sales, 
marketing and destination development.  
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