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ATTN: News, Business and Sports Editors 
 
 

2013 Fox Cities Tourism Award Winners Named 
 
(Grand Chute, WI) – The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau presented its annual Tourism Awards 
this morning during the Fox Cities Tourism Breakfast at the Holiday Inn Appleton.   Bureau Board 
members Deb Johnson and Terry Bergman presented the awards. 
 
“Our award winners truly demonstrate the powerful impact one person, one committee, one team or 
one group of volunteers can have on our local economy,” commented Pam Seidl, executive director of 
the Bureau.  “Tourism doesn’t happen without a supportive local community and the Bureau is pleased 
to recognize the efforts of these individuals.” 
 
Kevin Jarek, UW Extension’s Crops, Soils and Horticulture Agent, was presented with the Convention 
Award for Outagamie County Farm Technology Days.  Jarek took on the immense task of coordinating 
this event that includes 600 vendors and more than 1,000 volunteers.  The event was a huge success, 
generating more than $175,000 in profits for the state office as well as $87,000 for area service groups 
and more than $50,000 for local grants and scholarships. 
 
The Sports Award was presented to Panther Baseball Club.  In only their third year of existence, the 
Panther Baseball Club has quickly become known as one of the top youth baseball programs in the 
Midwest. In the spring and summer of 2012, the Panthers hosted 11 total tournaments at USA Youth 
Sports Complex, Appleton’s Memorial Park, and Fox Cities Stadium.  
 
Teams from Illinois, Michigan, and throughout the state flocked to the area to compete in these high 
level tournaments. Tournament sizes ranged from 6 to 16 teams and accounted for an estimated 1,200 
roomnights. Additionally, the club hosted indoor tournaments at Players Choice for youth softball and 
baseball teams during the winter and early spring months. 
 
Corey Krueger accepted the award on behalf of the club. 
 
The Partnership Award recognizes an organization whose work with the Bureau has been unusually 
strong and which has let to tangible tourism-related results.  The award was presented to  
The History Museum at the Castle for their strong support of Bureau initiatives and excellent use of 
Bureau resources, including successful application of the Bureau’s Tourism Development Grant Program 
to secure the Leonardo da Vinci Machines in Motion exhibit 
 
Gary Kilgas was honored with the Destination Builder Award.  Kilgas recently retired from the organizing 
committee of the NCAA Division III Baseball Championships.  During his tenure, Kilgas’ specialty was 
ensuring teams and fans had a truly “Championship” experience.  Under his chairmanship, the student-
athlete and fan experience was taken to new levels with post-game fireworks, the Hershey Homerun 
Giveaway, and the Scheel’s Kids Clinic, as well as a prestigious honors banquet.  
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Cheryl Zaug Casey was named the Bureau’s Volunteer of the Year.  Casey has been involved with the 
Bureau for many years, leading decisions about changes to the Bureau’s grant program and 
development of several major research projects.  She also guided the Bureau through complicated 
decisions about the proposed exhibition center, a search for a new executive director, and even served 
as interim executive director. 
 
“Cheryl has provided a truly exceptional level of support and leadership for both the staff and the 
board,” commented Seidl.    “She has done a huge amount of work in 2011 and 2012, much of which has 
been behind the scenes, and it’s likely that even other board members have no idea how much she did.” 
 
Following the awards presentation, Roger Brooks of Destination Development International, spoke to 
the group of more than 180 on the power of leveraging partnerships to promote tourism. 
 
Visitor spending in the Fox Cities was more than $382 million in 2011. The Fox Cities Convention & 
Visitors Bureau estimates that this direct spending created 5,495 jobs and $125 million in income for Fox 
Cities Residents. 
 
The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau is an economic development organization that strengthens 
the Fox Cities by attracting visitors in the convention, sports and leisure markets through sales, 
marketing and destination development. 
 
For more information on the Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau, call 800-236-6673 or visit 
www.foxcities.org 
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