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Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau Gives Grant to  
The History Museum at the Castle for Da Vinci Exhibit  

 
 
[Fox Cities] – The History Museum at the Castle will receive a $75,000 grant for its upcoming 
“Leonardo Da Vinci: Machines in Motion” exhibit.  The grant is the first awarded under the Bureau’s 
new “WOW Exhibits!” grant program. 
 
“This exhibit is the perfect example of the type of high profile temporary exhibits we hope to help bring 
to the Fox Cities with this grant program,” commented Dan Schetter, chair of the Bureau’s Tourism 
Development Grants Committee. 
 

“Leonardo Da Vinci: Machines in Motion” will be at The History Museum at the Castle for 14 
weeks, from September 14, 2012 to January 7, 2013.  The exhibit originated in Florence, Italy 
and brings together the largest collection of full-size machine replicas ever assembled, all 
constructed according to Leonardo Da Vinci’s famous codices.  Pieces include a helicopter, 
glider, armored tank, the drive transmission, the printing press, the robot and the bicycle. The 
experience allows visitors to explore history, science, mechanics, physics, invention and 
innovation. 
 

“Exhibits considered for funding under this program must be installed for a period of no less 
than 8 weeks, and preferably 12 weeks or more,” said Schetter.  “They must be significant 
enough to attract visitors from at least 100 miles away and generate overnight stays, and they 
will generally not be available elsewhere in Wisconsin.” 
 
Since its inception in 1986, the Bureau has made $6.1 million in grants through its Tourism Development 
Grant program.  Grants have ranged between $2,500 and $1,000,000.   
 
Visitor spending in the Fox Cities was slightly less than $363.5 million in 2010.  The Fox Cities Convention 
& Visitors Bureau estimates that this direct spending created 5,613 jobs and $101.93 million in income 
for Fox Cities Residents. 
 

### 
 
About the Bureau 
The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau is an economic development organization that strengthens 



the Fox Cities by attracting visitors in the convention, sports and leisure markets through sales, 
marketing and destination development.  

For more information contact: 
Pam Seidl 
Director of Marketing & Community Relations 
pseidl@foxcities.org 
www.foxcities.org 
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