
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For immediate release 

May 6, 2013 

Visitor Spending in the Fox Cities Increased in 2012 
Nearly $392 million spent in the area by tourists 

 
Fox Cities, Wis. – Visitor spending in the Fox Cities increased 2.5%, to more than $392 million in 2012. A 
study estimates that this direct spending generated $500 million in total business sales, sustained 7,150 
jobs in the tourism industry and $125 million in income for Fox Cities Residents. 
 
“Tourism is a key player in the economic health of the Fox Cities and Wisconsin,” said Pam Seidl, 
Executive Director of the Fox Cities Convention and Visitors Bureau, “We were pleased to see the 
continued improvement in our local tourism economy this year and are optimistic that this trend will 
continue,” commented Seidl. 
 
The visitor spending figures are from a statewide economic impact study conducted by Tourism 
Economics, an Oxford Economics Company.   
 
According to the study, visitors to the Fox Cities spent $115 million on food and beverage, $88 million on 
retail, $87 million on lodging and $52 million on recreation, a 6.1% increase from 2011. 
 
The same study showed the tourism economy in Wisconsin picked up steam as well, with an impact on 
the state of $16.8 billion. In 2012, visitor spending also rose 4.7% to $10.4 billion. For the second straight 
year, the number of visitors to the state rose, with 96.6 million people visiting, generating total business 
sales of $16.8 billion across the state. Tourism also supported 184,000 jobs, with one in every 13 jobs in 
the state being sustained by tourism activity.  
 
About the Bureau 
The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau is an economic development organization that strengthens 
the Fox Cities by attracting visitors in the convention, sports and leisure markets through sales, 
marketing and destination development. 
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For more information contact: 
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Marketing & Communications Manager  
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