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Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau Awards $250,000 Grant for Exhibition Center Design 
 
 
[Fox Cities] – The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau has awarded a $250,000 grant to the City of 
Appleton for the design of the Fox Cities Exhibition Center.  The grant funds come from the Bureau’s 
Tourism Development Fund. 
 
“Meetings and conventions represent a significant percentage of the tourism we see in the Fox Cities,” 
said Lynn Peters, executive director of the Bureau.  “The convention center feasibility study indicated a 
well-designed expo center located adjacent to a large convention hotel will increase our ability to 
attract and retain convention business. “ 
 
“With this grant, the Bureau can help ensure that the Exhibition Center is well designed, meets the 
needs of our customers and is sellable,” continued Peters.  “It’s not just about putting up any building; 
you must put up the right building.” 
 
The Exhibition Center Board, with the assistance of Boldt Construction, has selected the architectural 
firm Zeidler Partnership Inc. to work on the exhibition center design.  Zeidler has experience with several 
convention centers including Vancouver, Kansas City, Las Cruses, and Ft. Lauderdale.   

The design work done by Zeidler will cost $287,000.  The total cost of all design and engineering, 
including telecommunications, lighting, acoustics, graphics, etc. will cost $1,284,500.   

The City of Appleton has budgeted $3.4 million dollars for the acquisition and development of property 
for the Exhibition Center.  City and county leaders are currently negotiating for that purchase. The target 
date for completion of the Exhibition Center is 2014. 

The estimated number of hotel room-nights to be generated by the Exhibition Center is 18,650 per year.  
Roughly 40% of those rooms will be outside of downtown Appleton.  

Payment of this grant will be contingent on The Exhibition Center Board securing a commitment from 
the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel to operate and staff the Exhibition Center, and the City of Appleton and 
Outagamie County negotiating an acceptable sales price and terms for the purchase of the property on 
which the Exhibition Center is to be built. 

These contingencies align with the contingencies set by the City of Appleton relative to release of funds 
for site acquisition and development.   

Since its inception in 1986, the Bureau has made more than $6.2 million in grants through its Tourism 
Development Grant program.  Grants have ranged between $2,500 and $1,000,000.   



 
Visitor spending in the Fox Cities was slightly less than $363.5 million in 2010.  The Fox Cities Convention 
& Visitors Bureau estimates that this direct spending created 5,613 jobs and $101.93 million in income 
for Fox Cities Residents. 
 

### 
 
About the Bureau 
The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau is an economic development organization that strengthens 
the Fox Cities by attracting visitors in the convention, sports and leisure markets through sales, 
marketing and destination development.  

For more information contact: 
Pam Seidl 
Director of Marketing & Community Relations 
pseidl@foxcities.org 
www.foxcities.org 

mailto:pseidl@foxcities.org

